
Present: Tim Dutton, Monika Montalvo, Ramon Bulerin, Jasedia Toro, Shanda Sanders, 
Bridget Krauss, Chris Moffat, Kierra Montalvo, Gallarie Quezada, Elizabeth Santana, 
Emmanuel Vereen and Sandy Lefkowitz.  

The meeting was called to order at 6:02.

• Three students: Kierra Montalvo, Emmanuel Vereen and Gallerie Quezada reported on 
their trip to the Museum of Modern Art for the opening of the Jacob Lawrence 
Exhibition.  They were accompanied by Board President Sandy Lefkowitz, faculty 
member Jose Pimentel and a parent, Elizabeth Santana. The visit was made possible by 
MOMA staff member, Richard Drake. They reported that the elements of the exhibition 
were inspiring and memorable and that they could relate to the content which included 
the paintings from Lawrence’s “Migrations Series” musical videos, featuring Mahlia 
Jackson and Billie Holliday, Photographs by Dorothea Lange and others and poetry by 
Langston Hughes and others.

• Must fail list and removal requests: There were two middle school students that have 
had tremendous change in their tardies. It was agreed to have the grades reinstated. 

• Update on School (Report Cards, climate etc…): A letter was sent out to the parents 
as a reminder that conferences will be held later this week. Parent surveys will be given 
out every week after report cards are distributed. Surveys will be an assignment as an 
extra incentive for the students to return them. These surveys help with the evaluations 
of the teachers that are completed at the end of the school year. 

The climate of the school is very high energy; the majority of the students are in a 
stressful state. With senior projects to be completed and the marking period at an end.

The first Boston trip has returned and students will be reporting to the Board of 
Directors and Governing Council at future meetings. 

          The high school had its first physical altercation of the school year. 

• 2015-16 Calendar approval: The Governing Council was given the new calendar for 
the upcoming school year. 

• Advocacy and parent involvement (update on legislative action): There will be a 
rally on May 7th at 4 p.m. for all parents state wide. The issue that is becoming a huge 
concern is the finances. There is also a chance for parents to advocate on May 13th 
(charter awareness day) and the week of May 18 to 22 when Bridge Academy parents 
will visit the State Capitol.

6. Quarterly meeting schedule and reminder: The last workshop with Bob 
Selverstone will be held on the next Governing Council meeting on May 4th at 6p.m. 
The meeting is open to the community. 

7. PDEC SEED approval (teacher evaluation plan):   The Governing Council 
agreed that it would serve as the advisory council for the State’s mandated teacher 
evaluation plan.  The Bridge Academy has decided to follow the State’s guidelines in 
their entirety.  There was one request to substitute peer evaluations for the parent survey 
portion.  However, it was decided by the Council to stay with the parent surveys as we 



wanted to continue to involve parents.  Therefore, the Council agreed to submit the 
State’s version of the SEED plan.

8. Bullying Policy and committee: Minor incidences have occurred in the high 
school. Small banter between two boys; resulting in their seats having to be moved to 
opposite sides of the class. 

9. School climate committee: As it was expressed to the Council the energy has 
been a little higher than usual in the high school, but again with report cards and the end 
of the year looming, this is a typical atmospheric change for this time of the school year. 

10. Emergency Plans and procedures: We have been doing well with having 
scheduled fire drills every month. The students and teachers are becoming accustomed 
to the procedures. This is the first year in many years that we have been executing the 
drills every month. Plans for the new entry way have been discussed. New cameras and 
key pads will be installed along with locks to the outdoor doors of the school as well as 
new locks for all the classroom doors ; these will allow the classroom doors to lock 
from the inside. 

11. Food Service Council: The menu for April was distributed to the Council.  It 
was reported that the menu had just been analyzed by the State Department of Nutrition.  
It was determined that the school had appropriate menus with only a few changes in the 
number of calories for fruits and vegetables. The school is still working on a survey of 
students about menu items.

• Title 1 Advisory committee: RTI plans are still constantly being improved to help the 
students.

• Other new business: The dates for the end of the year are as follows: June 12 will be 
a full day, and from Monday June 15 to the last school day Monday June 22, will be 
half days; for the high school. The talent show will be held on Monday June 15, Field 
day on Tuesday June 16 and all exams will be June 17 through June 19. Make ups will 
be held on June 22nd. 

• Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 6:47 pm. 

Recording 
Secretary Kristina Montalvo 


